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•	 How	fully	do	my	library’s	policies and practices	fall	within	
my	institutions	expressed	mission?
•	 How	well	do	my	own	preferences and inclinations	match	the	
expressed	mission	of	my	institution/library?
•	 How	fully	do	my	actual activities at work	fit	within	 those	
expressed	missions?
After	 looking	at	 the	 institution’s	role,	we	need	to	 turn	 the	focus	on	
ourselves	and	ask	what	motivates	us	and	why	we	are	in	this	profession.	
This	seminar	generated	a	significant	interest	and	was	a	success.		There-
fore,	plans	are	underway	for	 further	seminars	on	other	 topics	at	 future	
Charleston Conferences.		Watch	the	ATG blog	for	future	announcements	
and	developments.		
Donald T. Hawkins is an information industry freelance writer based 
in Pennsylvania.  In addition to blogging and writing about conferences 
for Against the Grain, he blogs the Computers in Libraries and Internet 
Librarian conferences for Information Today, Inc. (ITI) and maintains 
the Conference Calendar on the ITI Website (http://www.infotoday.
com/calendar.asp).  He recently contributed a chapter to the book 
Special Libraries: A Survival Guide (ABC-Clio, 2013) and is the Editor 
of Personal Archiving, (Information Today, 2013).  He holds a Ph.D. 
degree from the University of California, Berkeley and has worked in 
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The Last Library on Earth























played	 by	 the	 comedian	 and	 actor	Kristen 
Schaal.		Phil	drives	over.		He	finds	a	pink	bra.






at	 the	public	 library	about	 this	sort	of	 thing.	
No	running	water,	no	electricity,	no	Wikipedia.	
But	there	is	a	library.
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ining	 a	 library	 as	 a	 useful	 place	when	 all	 is	






primetime	 line-up	 and	 do	 a	 re-direct	 of	 the	
common	wisdom.		It	takes	a	library	after,	well,	
whatever.








Let’s Book Data and Goliath
Schneier, Bruce.	 	Data and Goliath: 
The Hidden Battles to Capture Your Data 


































the	 companies	with	whom	we	 trade	 and	 the	
government	which	 protects,	 educates,	 and	
keeps	us	healthy.
He	makes	great	points;		here	are	some:
•	 Actual	 content	 of	 communications	








•	 Under	 ubiquitous	 surveillance,	we	
can	be	 influenced	 to	buy	when	we	










Was	Ike	right?	 	Was	 the	major	 threat	not	
Marxist-Leninism	 but	 Big	 Brother	 in	 the	
unified	and	seamless	cooperation	of	Big	Gov-
ernment	and	Big	Business?
Schneier’s	 assessment	 of	 the	 post-
Snowden,	post-9/11	cyber	world	 is	 less	 than	
sanguine	but	more	than	nihlist	dystopia.		He’s	
down,	 as	 the	 kids	might	 say,	with	 our	 own	
ability	to	understand	the	issues.		All	may	want	


















like	 the	one	 to	not	 self-incriminate.	 	Almost	
overnight	these	values	have	been	compromised	
in	 effect	 to	make	 a	 communications	 system	





Oh,	 yes,	 as	 librarians	 our	 stance	 is	well-
known.		Let’s	keep	it	that	way.
Annals of Search Diogenes Edition

























Perhaps,	 software,	 networking,	 and	 all	














do	 not	 pick	 until	 someone	 real	
tells	them.
Certainly	 the	 annals	 of	
search	 will	 devote	 much	
time	 to	 artificial	 intelli-
gence	 and	 smart	 search.	
Some	 suggest	 it	 will	 end	
with	 the	machine	 becom-
ing	more	 human	 than	 its	
designers.	 	 Likely,	 smart	
people	 will	 step	 up	 and	
















Who	 knows?	 	 But	 it	 is	 clear	Diogenes	
would	not	be	able	to	Google	it.		
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